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(CoLiEiis  si  oners  of  Patents,  Superintendents  of  Ajg^ri  culture,  - 
\  Commissioners  of  ilgriculture ,  and  Secretaries  of  ^Igriculture)     "  ' 

CoiTiiuis  si  oners  of  Paten'^s  ' 

Federal  aid  to  American, agriculture  began  in  the  Patent  Office,  then  in 

the  De^)artment  of  State,  while  Henry  L>  Ellsworth  (1791-1^53)  was  CommissiqAer ' 

of  Patents,    Ellsworth  served  from  July  ^,  .lo3b,  vjhen  the  present  patent  law 

.  went  into  effect,  until  May  U,  18^5*    Actual  financial  aid  to  agriculture,' 
)  f or  the  first  time  in  our  history,  v/as  provided  in  I039,  the  Patent  Office 

1^  being  authorized  to  expend  $1,000  for  tlie  collection  and  dissemination  of 

I   agricultujral .  seed,  plants,  snd  statistics. 

'  Ellsworth  was  a  son  of  the  third  Chief '  Just  ice  of  the  United  States  Suioreme 
Court,  Oliver  Ellsworth*    He  v/as  "born  in  Connecticut  where  he  later  practiced 
law  and  farmed.    He  becejae  a  leader  of  the  Hartford  County  Agricultura^l  Society. 
He  was  elected  ilayor  of  Hartford,  which  position  he  resigned  June  I5,  1S35> 
to  become  head  of  the  Patent  Office  by  President  Jackson's  appointment.,  t-nien 
the  new  patent  la,w  went  into  effect  the  next  yea.r,  he  becsjiie  our  first 
Commissioner  of  Patents,.  "  ^   -  . 

At  the  time  of  his  appointment  Ellsworth  v^as  president  of;  the  Aetna  Insurance 
Com-panj^,  v/as  p.ctiye  sjid  successful  both'  in  business  and  in  civic  affears, 
and  had  v/orked  zealously  for  agricuj.tui'al  progress..    After  he  became  Commissione 
of  Patents  he  gratuitously  distributed  plants  and  seeds  transmitted  to  him, 
This  he  did  at  his  o'»m  expense  and  v/ithout  Congressional  authorization.  Mean- 
while he  agitated  for  Pederal  aid  to  the  farmer. 

On  J8Jiua.ry  21,'  IS39,  the  Hon.  Isaac  Pletcher  of  Vermont,,  then  Chairman  of  the 
House  Gomr.iittee  on  Patents,  provided  Sllsv/orth  with  an  opportmiity  to  transmit 
to  him  complete  information  regai-ding  the  eugricultural  reactivities  of  the  Patent 
Office,    Ellsvjorth  presented  this  information  so  impressively  that  ah  Agri- 
cultural Division  '/as  created  in  the  Office  and  thereafter  suqh  service  v/as  ■ 
rendered  fa,rmers  c:.s  the  small  funds  provided  v/ould  permit. 

v^nen  he  resigned,  Ellsworth  v/ent  to  live  on  f a.rm  land  he.  owned  neaz  Lafaj^ette, 
Indiajia,    He  betame  Land  Com- iissioner  of  the  United  States  snd  remained  in 
Indiana,  uiitil  a  fev/  months  before  his  death  on  December  27,  IS^S,  v/hen  ill 
health  caused  him  to  return  to  Fa,ir  Hrven,  Connecticut,    He  bequca.thed  his 
large  residuary  estate  in  western  land  to  Yale  University, 

Edmund  Burke  (lS09-lSo2)  thereupon  became  Com:i:issioni:-r  of  Patents  and  served 
from  ilay  5,  1S^5»  until  Hay  S,  ISU9,    He  was  born  in  Vermont  and  had  practiced 
lav/  and  edited  the  Argus  in  i"ev/  Hmpshire  for  some  years.    Prom  1339  u.ntil  18'U5 
he  was  a.  member  of  Congress,    Patent  Office  agriculturaj  work  .continued  under 
him. 
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In  1849,  hoviTever,  the  Department  "of  the  Interior  wa,s  created,  and  the 
Patent  Office  becai-ne  pa-rt  of  it.    In  December  of  that  year  President 
Taylor  recommended  the  establishment  of  a  Bureau  of  Agriculture  in  this 
new  Department.    He  declared  that  current  Government  assistance  in  agri- 
culture was  wholly  inadequate.    Congress  took  no  action* 

Thomas  Swbank  (1792-1870),  of  Nev/  York,  became  Commissioner  of  Patents  on 
May  9,  1849,  serving  until'October  31^  1852*    He  was  appointed  by 
President  Taylor,    Ewbank  was  born  in  Durham,  England.    He  began  life  as 
an  apprentice  in  the  sheet-metal  trade.    He  came  to  this  count ly  in  1819, 
and  was  successful  thereafter  as  an  inventor,  manufacturer,  and  author* 
His  prim.ai^^' interest  was  in  industrial  applications  of  chaaistry  and 
physics.    BetvTeen  184-5  and  1848  he  traveled  extensively  in  South  America. 
In  1849  his  grandfather,  Thomas  Ewing,^  became  the  first 'Secretary  of  the 
Interior.. 

Possibly  because   ,    his  oi'jn  primaiy  interest  was  not  agriculture,  Swbank 
directed  that  a  "practical  and  scientific  agriculturist"  be  appointed  to 
attend  agricultural  m^attors  in  the  Patent  Office  and  to  prepare  a  separate 
annual  agricultural  report.    Daniel  Lee,  H.D.,  formerly  editor  of  the 
Genesee  Farmer,  was  employed.    He  apparently  was  not  notably  successful 
♦though  he  maintained  office  till  1853-     His  main  passion  was  for  the  con- 
servation of  soil  nutrients.  Ewbank  omdtted  agricultural  statistics  from 
the  annual  report,  sa^'-ing  that  those  ffitherto  published  were  unreliable. 

Silas  H.  Hodges  (1804-1875)  of  Vermont,  v/as  Acting  Commissioner  of 
Patents  from  November  1,  1852,  until  March  23,  1853.    He  had  been  a 
Vermont  lav\yer  who,  from  1845  to  1850,  was  Auditor  of  Accounts  of  that  . 
State,    He' served'  as  Commissioner  but  briefly,  having  been  appointed  by 
President  Fillmore.-  Rather  , oddly,  Hodges  was  later  Ei-caminer-in-Ciiief 
of  the  Patent  Office,  from  1861  until  1875,  when  he  died  in  T'ashington, 
D.  C. 

R.  C.  77ei/?htman  acted  as  Commissioner  from  liarch  25  until  May  15,  1853, 
wnen,  on  May^lo,  Charles  Mason  (1804-1882)  of  Iowa,  born  in  New  lork, 
was  appointed  Commissioner  of  Patents  by  President  Fillmore.     He  held 
office  until  August  4,  1857.    Mason  made  Daniel  J.  Brov/ne  editor  of  the 
agriculture  reports  after  some  critics  had  rather  sharply  condemned   ,  „ 
Daniel  Lee's  efforts, 

Charles  Mason  had  attended  '.Test  Point  as  a  classmate  of  Robert  E.  Lee, 
but  he  resigicd  from  the  Army  in  1831,  and  turned  to  law  and  journalism. 
For  a  year  or  so  he  was  acting  editor  of  the  New  York  Evening  Post.  He, 
subsequently  became  Chief  Justice  of  Iowa  Territory  and  president  of  tv7o 
railroads.    After  his  rbtirement  as  Commissioner  he  settled  in  V.ashington,. 
D.  C,  as  a  patent  lai^yer,  but  later  he  again  -entered  Iowa  politics.  As 
Cornraissioner  he  employed  English-born  Tovmend  Glover  as  entomologist, 
also  a  chemist  and  a  botanist,  .  ■       .  ' 


Joseph  Holt  -  (1807-^1894),  a  Kentucky  lavjyer,  ^became  Conimissioner  of  Patents 
Septanber  9>  1857,  and  served  until  Hay  6^  1859,  Samual  T.  Shugort  having 
acted  in  the  interval  between  August  - 4 --and ^Qptanber  9.  .  President 
Buchanan  made  the  appointment  because  of  Holt's  great  "~aid  in  bringing  about 
a  party  victory.    In  1859  Holt  bee  ame.  Post rfi4ster  General  of  the  United 
States  and,  soon  after^  Secretary  of  •■"ar,  -Lincoln  later.-  appointed  him  Judge. 
Advocate  General  of  the  Aimy^^  and  he  had  much  to  do  vath  the  development 
and  codification  of  our  military  law  amd  the  supervision  of  court  martial 
procedure.  _  •  '  '  :  ,  »  •■     •  ■ 

William  D.  Bishop  (1827-1904),  of  Connecticut,  born  in  New  Jersey,  vfas  ap-  ■. 
pointed  Commissioner  t)f  Patents  by  President  Buchanan  May  7,  1859,  and 
served  until  February  14,  I860.    H-e  had  been  a  railroad  president  and -a 
member  of  Congress.     He  returned. to  railroading  and  politics  on  his 
resignation, - 

Philip  F.  Thomas  (1810-1890)  followed. Bishop_ 'in 'office  the  next  day  and  ■ 
resigned'  December  13,  I860,    He  was  a  |Iarylarid  lavjyer  who  had  also  been  a  • 
member  of  Congress,  '  He  declined  appointincnt  as  Secretary  of  the  Navy  i^    ■  • 
the  Cabinet  of  President  Pierce  but  becam.e  Collector  of. Customs  at  ' 
Baltimore..    He  .resigned  as  Commissioner  of  Patents  to  becomio  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  in  President  Buchanan' s.  Cabinet,    In  later  life  he  returned  • 
to  Congress,--   ■  ' 

The  agricultural,  report  issued  in  1860  was  signed  Iq^^  Thomas  Gr  Clemson  as 
Superintendent' of  the  Agricultural  Di\d.sion.  '  From.  December  14,  1860, 
until'March  28,  1861,  3.  T.  Shugert  .again  acted  as  Commissioner  of  Patents,-- 
By  this  time  the  Agricultural  Division  had  an  appropriation  of  $53,000  for 
the  year  and  it  employed  a  superintendent,  four-  clerks,  a  curator  or  gardener 
and  some' aides  for  the'  last.    This  was  quite  a  step  forward  from,  the  head  of' 
Division- and  a  .single  clerk  in  1642;'^ 

David  P.  Hollov/ay  (1809-1883),  of  Indiana,  born  in  Ohio,  became  Commissioner, 
of  Patents  March  28,  1861,    He  served  until  August  l6,  1865.    He  was  pri- 
m.arily  a  journalist  interested' in  agricultuire  and  ms  for  many  years 
associated  vdth  a  '.''.liig  journal,  the  Palladium,  published  in  Richimond,  Ind. 
He  had  been  a  member  of  both  ^ houses  of  the  Indiana  State.  Legislature  and_ 
then  a  member  of  the  national  House  of  Representatives  from  Indiana, 

iHere.  he  became  chairm.an  of  the  House  Commit-tee  on  Agriculture.    As  such  he 
'  introduced  a  bill  to  establish  a  department  of  agriculture.    »He  made  very 
effective  pleas  for  increased  Federal  aid  to  agriculture  in  his  annual 
reports  and  othermse  and,  while  he  was  Commissioner,  the  Agricultural 
Division  became  the  Department  of  Agriculture  by  Act  of  Congress,  signed 
by  President  Lincoln,  May  15 1862, 
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■  '  Superintendents  of  the  Agricultural  Division 

Thomas  G.  Clemson  served  as  Superintendent  of  the  Agricultural  Division  of 
the  Patent  Office  from  FelDruary  3,   13.60,  until  March  4,   1861.     Ke  wa.s  ■  . 
succeeded  in  April  1861  by  Isaac  Nev^t.on  of  Pennsylvania,  born  in  New 
Jersey,  who  served  until  he  became  the  first  Commissioner  of  Ag;riculture 
and  head  of  the  new  Department  of  Agriculture,   July  1,   1862.    A  few  facts 
will  be  given  here  about  Browne  and  Clemson.     Nevrton  is  treated  under 
Commissioners  of  Agriculture  and  little  information  is  extant  about 
Daniel  Lee.  :  :. 

Daniel  Jay  Browne  was  a  New  Hampshire -born  agricultural  and  scientific 
writer,  bred  as  a  practical  farm.er.     He  took  courses  at  Harvard  and,  at 
26,  founded  a  journal,  the  Naturalist,     He  occupied  his  time  vrith  foreign 
travel  some  years  and,  on  his  return,  was  variously  employed  in  pursuits 
concerned    with  the  promotion  of  agriculture.     In  1852  he  became  agricul- 
tural statistician  for  the' Census  Bureau  and  in  1853  the  agricultural  clerk 
in  the  Patent  Office,  where  he  wrote  and  edited  agriculturcl  reports  until 
his  ;resignation  in  1859. 

BroTA-Tie  vms  sent '.t 6  Europe  in  1855  to  collect  agricultural  information^ 
plants,  and  seeds.     This  made  him  our  first  officially  accredited  agricul-  - 
tursl  explorer.     His  activities  aroused  much  adverse  criticism,  largely 
on  the  part  of  those  who  opposed  free  seed  distribution  or  Federal  aid 
to  agriculture,,  and  a  Congressional  inves'i-igation  follov/ed.     Brovme  was 
exonerated.     Nevertheless  criticism,  continued,  mainly  by  seedsmen  outside 
Government,   so  he  resigned. 

Thomas  Green  Clemson  vras  the  founder  of  Clemson  College.     He  was  born  in 
Philadelphia.     He  becam.e  a  mining  engineer  after  studying  chemistry  in 
France  with  Du  Long,  Robinquet,  and  Gay-Lussac,     He  worked  as  a  consulting 
engineer  1832-39,  married  John  C.  Calhoun's  daughter  in  1838,  and  settled 
doiAfn  to  southern  plantation  life.     He  left  it  in  1844  to  become  President 
Tyler's  Charge  d'Aff aires  in  Belgium  where  he  remained  till  1851. 

From  1853  until  1861  Clemson  lived  in  Bledensburg,  Md.,  and  wf s  instru* 
mental  in  founding  the  Maryland  Agricultural  College  in  1866.     In  1859 
the  Secretary.'  of  the  Interior  appointed  him  Superintendent  of  the  Agricul- 
tural Division.     He  thereafter  strongly  urged  the  establishment  of  a 
Federal  bureau  of  agriculture  and  of  land-grant  colleg-es.     He  resigned 
I'larch  4.,   1861,  because  of  his  southern  sympathies. 

He  entered  the  service  of  the  Confederate  Government*     His  Ipiter  life  was 
lived  in  South  Carolina.     He  was  a  big  fellow,  6  feet  6  inches  tall,  a 
member  of  many  learned  societies,  an  amateu.r  violdnist  and  artist  and  an 
art  collector.     He  left  his  fortune  to  found  Clemson  College. 


.'      Conunissioners  of  Agriculture  -  '  .  .     -  •  ••; 

Isaac  Nev.rbon  (1800-186? )  was  born  in  Nev;  Jorse^vcf  Quaker  stock.  -  He  :  < 
grew  up  in  Pennsylvania.    He  had  limited  iprraal  education  but^  as  his- 
annual  reports  show,  he  vjrote  a  somewhat  pompously  erudite  style, '  'Around  . 
1840  he  came  into  the  mane.gement  of  two  farms  ovvn^ed  by  Paul  Hubbs,  a. sea 
captain,  in  Delaware  County,  Pa.    He  remained  on  the  farms  after  Hubbs  ai-id 
his  two  sons  were  lost  at  soa  during  ,a  final  voyage  Hubbg  decided  to  make 
on  his  ship  after  retiring  as  captain,    Newton  installed  an' elaborate 
underground  drainage  system,  on  the,  farms,  built  good  fences,  barns,  end 
toolhouses,  had  eight 'hired  men  and  tvv-o  dairymaids,  the  latter  imported- 
especially  from  jales,  excellent  dairy  cattle,  and  a  fav  fine  sheep,. 

His  m.anagemerit  of  the  farms  wr,s  eminently  successful  and  made,  him" widely 
laioim  in  agricultural  circles.    A  s^jrplus  of  milk  and  cream  induced  him  to 
start  a  confectionery  shop  on  Chestnut  Street  in  Philadelphia.    He  also.  . 
mg^ define  print  table  butter  and  each  week  he  sent  a  little  box  of  it- to 
the  ^.Mte  House.    This  v;as  before  Lincolri's  term.    A  prize  calf  NeiArbon - 
sent  to  President-elect  Fillmore 'was  boxed  and  exhibited  by  the  latter  in 
the  Capitol  building.    He  became  a  local  leader  and  politician. 

About  1855  Newton,  ■  against  his  v/ife's  better  judgment,  bought  a  thousand-  ' 
acre  farm  in  Prince  YJilliam  County,  Va.    As  his  ffife  refused  to  move  there, 
he  managed  it  by  remote  control  through  his  half-brother,  Samuel  Garv/ood, 
All  v.rent  x^ell  until  malaria  and  th^  Civil  '.ar  combined  to  mc?l:c  the  venture 
a  failure,  and  Ner/ton . found  hj-msclf  broke  and  jobless.    Thereupon  his 
political  friends  urged  him' to  go  to  ^Jashington  and  get  a' C-overnment  .  job.  . 
This  he  did.     In  early  I86l,  Commissioner- of  Patents' Kolloway  put  him  in  • 
charge  of  the  Agricultural  Di\i.sion  af  $3^000  a  year,  ojid  he  cam.o  to  live 
on  C  Street  ^.  bet -^re en  3rd  and  4th,  N.".'. ,  in  ■Ta.shington.  "  '  ■ 

-    Here  Ne-;,^on-^. became  a  friend  of  Lincoln,    "'.'hen,  during  the  VK?.r,  Lincoln's  lif 
?j-as  threatened  by  poisoned  food,  Ncvrb on  was' detailed  to  the  ".'hite  House  to  ■ 
watch  the  food-" -supply  there.    There  he  also  TDccame  the  confidant  of 
Ik's,  -Lincoln  arM  helped  her  out  of  a  number  of  embarrassing  situations  which 
usually  revolved  around  store  bills  too  largo  for  her  to  majiage.  '•  Noi''.'ton 
would  som-otimes  pay  thcxi  and  let  Mrs.  Lincoln  repay  him  in  instalLmtnts; 
at  other  times  he  interceded  lath  the  President  in  her  behalf. 

It 'was  Newton  who  selected  the  present  grounds  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture,  •  a  40-acre  tract  used  during  his  incujnbcnci?-  as  a.n  eTODerimental 
farm.  "In  July  1866,  he  Sc;.t  in  his  rcom^  at  the  Pat^^nb  Office  Building  and 
hea.rd  an  approaching  thundo-rstom.    He  reir.embered  scmplos  of  a  nuHiber  of 
v±ioat  varieties  which  had  been  cut  and  should  be  saved  from  injurj^  by  rain. 
So  h-c' -grabbed  his  high  silk  hat,  hurried  a  mile  ever  to  the  experimental 
grounds,  bustled  around  helping,  to  put  the  samples  aYv'ay,  and  VJashington' s  ".■ 
July  sun  performed  traditionally.    Nev/tdn  suffered  a  smstroko  from  which  .. 
he  never  recovered.    He  died  on  July  19>  186?,  as  a  result  of  this  eX-  •  . 
pericnce.    "Shortly  oltor  his  death  the  old  Red  Brick  Building  he  had  seen  " 
erected  was  rGady  for  occupancy. 


-  6  - 


It  is  difficult  to  assay  Newton  at  this  late  date.    He  had  loyal  friends 
and  venomous  enemies.    Some  extolled  his  learning  and,  hi s  Wisdom;  others  .in- 
sisted he  was  all  "but  illiterate  and  so  incompetent~"thjLt  he  could  not 
satisfactorily,  pej^form  his  duties,    farm  journal s^.i-rt,. general  paid  little 
attention  to  the.  Department  and  newspapers  practically  nbne,  but  Newton  was 
often  attacked   in  print  and  speech.    But  Lincoln,  stolidly-  disregarded  adr . 
verse  criticism  of  his  friend  Newton,  though  Newton  acti-ially  was  to  have  , 
been  dismissed  "by  President  Johnson  for  incompetence.    Newton's  illness 
intervened,  •     •  1 

'  ,  '   .     .  » .  ',.1 

ifewtoir^s  pfimary_aim._was  to  make  two  blades  of  grass  grow  where  one  grew 
before.    He  appointed  a  botanist,  an  entomologist,  a  chemist  and  a 
statistician.    He  sought  to  carry;  out  the  aims  of  the  organic  act  fovmding 
the  Department,  and  that  law  was  as  broad  in  scope  as  all  -outdoors.    He  sought 
to  collect,  arrange,  and  publish  valuable'  'agricultural? information?  to  collect 
and  introduce  valuable  seeds,  plants,  and  animals;  to  promote  chen^istry, 
botany,  and  entomology;  and  to  establish  a  Library,  and  a  Museum;  .By  1868  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  had  .a  building  of  its  own,  the  old  Bed  Brick  Building, 
It  cost  $lUO,U20,  including  furniture  and  equipment'.    The  Department  had  less 
than  50  employees  in  January  of  that  year. 

Chief  Clerk  John  W,  Stokes  was  Acting  Commissioner  of  Agriculture  from  June 
20,  1866,  until  December  U,  I867.    Then    Horace  Capron^ (l80U~1885)  was  appointed, 
Commissioner  by  President  Johnson,  and'  searvecPfrbm  December.  5 »  1S67»  until  July  31» 
1871,    He  was  born  in  l%ssachusetts  but  grew  up  in  New  York,    He  intended  to 
prepare  himself  for  West  Point  but  plans  fell  through  and  ultimately  he  drifted 
into  the  cotton-manufacturing  business  in  ^feryland.    By  I836,  was  able  to  erect 
a  model  cotton  mill  in  Laurel,  Md, ,  of  which  he  became  superintendent. 

VHiile  here  Capron  acquired  the  Sndwden  estate  by  marriage  and  engaged  in 
scientific  farming  so  successfully  that' he  is  said  to  have  clear'ed' $36,000  at 
it  in  one  year.    After  his  wife's  death  in  18^9  he  left  Laurel,  assumed  various 
occupations,  including  that  of  cattle  breeder,  and  finally  entered  the  Army 
which  he  left  brevet  brigadier  general.    Upon  his  resignation  as  Commissioner, 
Capron  became  agricultural  adviser  to  the  Japanese  government  for  which  :he 
revolutionized  farming  in  Hokkaido.    He  returned  in  1875  and  lived  in  Washington 
till  his  death. 

Frederick  Watts  ( 1801-1889)  was  appointed  by  President  Grant  to  succeed  Capron 
and  took  office  August  1,  I87I,  serving  until  June  30,  I877.    Watts  was  born 
in  Pennsylvania  of  Welsh  extraction.    After  his  father's  death  he  grew  up  on  his 
uncle's  farm,  acquiring  a  taste  for  and  a  lasting  interest  in  farming.  He 
studied  law  and  was  also  President  of  the  Cumberland  Valley  Hailroad  Company 
.from  I8U5  until  I871, 

'    '  ■  <  '  • 

But  all  the  time  he  engaged  in  scientifir  farming  and  he  yras  also  instrumental 
in  the  introduction  of  McCormick ' s' reaper ,    Watts  experimented  with  farm 
buildings  of  various  kinds  and  organized  farm  societies.    In  ISkS  was 
appointed  judge  of  the  Sth  Judicial  District  and  served  until  1852.    He  was  70 
when  he  became  Commissioner  of  Agriculture,    He  was. the  first  head  of  the 
Department  to  give  attention  to  our  tijaber  supply.    After  retirement  he  re- 
turned to  Carlisle,  Pa,,  where  he  later  died/-  "  ' 
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William  G.       Due    (1823-1917)  was  appointed  Commissioner  of  Agriculture  by 
President  Hayes  on  July  1,  1877;  he  served  until  June  30,  1881.    Le  Due  was 
born  in  Ohio,  his  father  having  been  a  Frenchman  who  came  to  this  country  to 
help  the  colonists  in  the. Revolutionary  War.    Le  Due  studied  law,  was 
admitted  to  the  bar,  and  later  became  very  active  in  and  around  St.  Paul.^ 
He  not  only  helped  develop  the  fam  country  but  was  engaged  in  civic  affairs 
and  in  laying  out  West  St.  Paul.    He  ultimately  sold  his  holdings  and  left. 

Le  Due  served  in  the  Union  Army,  rising  fr«m  Captain  to  Lieutenant  Colonel. 
He  had  distinct  inventive  genius  and  helped  develop  the  Remington  typev^riter. 
At  one  period  of  his  life  he  engaged  in  railroading.    As  Commissioner  of 
Agriculture  he  established  a  tea  farm,  and  promoted  the  growing  of  sugar  beets, 
sorghum,  and  other  economic  plants.    He  also  fought  animal  diseases,  this 
interest  later  cultivating  in  the  establishment  of  ^the  Bureau  of  Animal 
Industry  in  1884. 

George  B.  Loring    M.D.    (1817-91),  physician,  agriculturist,  and  politician, 
was  appointed  Commissioner  of  Agriculture  by  President  Garfield.    He  took 
office  July  1,  1881,  and  served  until  April  3,  1885.    He  was  bom  in 
Massachusetts  and  graduated  from  Harvard  in  the  same  class  with  James  Russell 
Lowell.    He  then  took  an  M.D,  at  Harvard  and  entered  medical  practice. 

Soon  he  entered  the  Mjarine  Hospital  at  Chelsea,  lHass,,  and  seven  years  later 
was  appointed  commissioner  to  revise  the  entire  United  States  marine  hospital 
system.    But  he  left  this  work  in  1850  and  thereafter  devoted  himself  to 
agricultui^e  and  polities.    He  developed  Loring  Jtoor,  a  model  stock  farm. 
He  also  bebame  a  political  leader  and  orator,  his  orations  having  been  some- 
what overdeeorated  like  the • interiors  of  Victorian  homes, 

Loring  progressed  by  never  championing  unpopular  causes.    He  served  in  the 
Massachusetts  House  of  Representatives  as  President  of  the  State  Senate, 
and  as  a  representative  in  Congress,    His  appointment  as  Commissioner  of  Agri- 
culture followed  his  defeat  for  re-election  in  1880,    He  made  an  excellent 
Commissioner  and  was  long  prominent  in  agricultural  circles.    He  was  a  friend 
of  Emerson,  a  member  of  many  agricultural  societies-,  and  a  patron  of 
Massachusetts  Agricultural  College,    Harrison  made  him  Minister  to  Portugal 
1889-90,    He  wrote  extensively  on  agriculture. 

Last  Commissioner  -  First  Secretary 

Norman  J_,  Coleman    (1827-1911)  was  the  last  Cemmissioner  and  also  the  first 
Secretary  of  Agriculture,    He  was  appointed  by  President  Cleveland  and  teok 
office  April  4.,  1885,  serving  until  February  12,  1889.    Coleman  was  born  in  New 
York,  taught  school  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  after  graduation  from  New  York  academy, 
and  then  took  a  degree  in  law  at  the  University  of  Louisville.    He  practiced 
in  Indiana  and  was  a  Lieutenant  Colonel  in  the  85th  Mssouri  Militia  during 
the  Civil  War.    In  1865  he  founded  Coleman's  Rural  world  in  St.  Louis 

He  was  elected  to  the  Missouri  legislature  and  became  greatly  interested  in 
the  politics  of  that  State  and  in  the  State  University,    He  belonged  to 
numerous  agricultural  organizations.    He  was  appointed  Commissioner  of  Agri- 
culture because  of  his  broad  knowledge  of  agricultural  problems  and  was 
about  the  most  competent  head  the  Department  had  yet  had. 
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He  was  elected  to  the  Iviissourl  Legislature  and  became^ -greatly  interested  in  the 
politics  of  that  State  .and  in  the.State  university.    He  belonged  -to  numerous  agri- 
cultural organizations -  He  wa.s  appointed  Commissioner  of  Agriculture-  because  of 
'his  broad  kno-wiedge  of  .'agricultural  problems  and  was  ^about  the  most  c'ompetent  heac' 
the  Department  had  yet  had.    -/Jork  on  public  roads  started  during  his  term.  He 
.  considerably  .  expanded  O'ther  Department  activities  and  greatly  augmented  the 
number  of^^.TC)men  employ e'^s.  '    •         .  .    /  '  '     '       '  " 

Colman  ¥\ras  largely  instnimental  in  eff  ecting ,  the  passage  of  the  Hatch  {experiment 
station)  Act  and  also  of  the  law  which  raised,  the  status  of  the  h-e'ad  of  the  De- 
partment to  Cabinet  r^nk.    This  act  was  passed,  in  1889  and  Colmarl  thus  automati- 
cally became  Secretary  of  Agriculture  from  February  13  until  March"  6  that;  year. 
Colman  left  office  with  Cleveland . 

■  '     .  Secretar i es  o  f  A ff;ric  ulture  .  . 

Jeremiah  M,  Rusk  (1830-1893)  was  appointed  Secretary  of  Agriculture  by  the  in- 
coming President  Harrison.    -He  served  from  March  7^13895  until  March  6^  1893* 
Rusk  v;as  born  in  Ohio.  '  I-iis  education  was  meager.    He  moved  to  '[isconsin  in  1853 
and  set  himself  up  as  a  tavern  keeper.     He  was  successful  and  soon* ovjned 'a  stage 
line  and  considerable  farm  land.     He.  was  alivays  a  good  businessman. 

"Next"  he  becaiie  quite  as  successful  as  a  politician,.    He' ?;as.  in  the  25th  T/isconsin 
Infantry  during- the  Civil  '..ar,  rose  to  lieutenant  colonel^  and  was.  b revetted 

'brigadier  general  on  retirement.     He  was  elected  to  Congress  and  then  became 
Governor  of  '."is  cons  in  and  proved  a  good  one.    He  was  m_entioned  for  President  iji 
1888. 

President  Harrison  said  that  as  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  "He.  not 'only  filled  the 
measure  of  the  man  I  wanted  but  enlarged  it,"'^  His  adriiinistration.,- was  marked  by 
the  eradication  of  the  destructive  cattle  disease,  contagious  pleuropneumonia, 
the  passage  Qf  meat^inspection  legislation,  end  his  recognition  of  the  importance 
of  publicity,-  along  with  his  ability  tb  engage  the  interest  of-"the  press  in  De- 
partment activities.    He  first  issued  press  releases 'and  farmers'' bulletins, 

Rusl:  did.  .not  so  r;iuch  lik'j  the  ■.Diiien  ^-iployees  pla.ced  in' office  by  Colman,  weeded 
many  of  them  out,  and  filLed  the<  places  irith  his  Army  colleagues,  many  of  whom 
are  said  to  have  been  scnilely  deficion-t^.^^^.:Jho  old  soldiers  thus  literally  took 
■  over,  the  Department.    But,P,usk  vras  a  devoted  agriculturalist,  got  increased  appro 
,   priations  for  t ho  Department^  and  placed  i'ts  work  on  broader. /Jad^s'.'^^h^.n  hitherto. 

After  his  retirement  from  office  Rusk  returned  to  his  f aim  Virhere<  he  .died  eight 
months  later.    He  Was  a  large  man,-  6  feet  3  in  height',  well  'and  broadly  informed, 
•  dependable,  logical,  active,  "and  ,straigh't-fonmrd.    Ho  reorganized  the  Department 
placing  the  scientific  work  under  an  Assistant  Socrctaiy  provided  by  Congress. 
^     Rusk  also  began  a  systematic  investigation  of  foreign  markets  for  American 
fam  products, 

J ,  Sterling  .Morton '  (1832-1902)  was  appointed  Secrotarj^  of- Agriculture  by  Presiden 
Cleveland  on  his  return  to)  office.    He  assumed  the  post  March  7»  -1893^  .and 
served  until 'fiarch  5^'l897»    He  was  a  man  of  strong  and  independent  vieivs.  Born 
in  New  York,  he  went  to  Monroe,  Mch,,'  to  settle,  then  to"  Detroit,  where  he 
rapidly  became  popular  and  well  knov/n.    He  attended  the  University  of  Michigan 
but  vras  expelled  in  his  senior  year  for  his  independent  thinking. 
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Later  Union  CollGge  of  New  York  gave  Morton,  an  A.  B.  degree,  sans  residence^, 
and  ultimately  the  University  of  Michigan  did  the  sane,    Morton  mai-ried  and 
Y/ent  to  Nebraska,  becoraing  the  editor  of  the  Nebraska  City  Nevrs,  and  was 
soon  involved  in  politics.    Meanwhile  he  .-OYvTied,  lived  on,  and  worked  a 
Nebraska  quarter-section*    Morton  also  h^d  a  passion  for  tree  planting  and 
was  the  father  of  Arbor  Day# 

President  Buchanan  made  Morton  Secretary  of  Nebraska  Territory  in  183S,  He 
becajr.e  more  and  more  active  in  politipfe  and  his  appointment  as  Secrdtary  of 
Agriculture  culminated  his  career*         Secretary  he  strongly  emphasized 
economy,  openly  fought  the  free ' distribution  of  seeds  by  the  Department, 
established  the  Division  of  Publications,  reorganized  the  Division  p| 
Statistics,  and  created  the  Division  of  Agrostology  to  study  foragd  ]ilants. 

During  Morton's  term  also  t  he- Division  of  Soils  was  set  up  in  the  v/eather 
Bureau  and  the  Division  of  Microscopy  was  abolished,  its  work  beirig  scattered 
.elsewhere*    The  Office  of  Road  Inquiry  was  set  up' and  a  Dairy  Division  was 
organized  in  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industr^^  July  1,  1895 «    Morton  was  an 
excellent  -writer  on  agricultural  subjects  and  was  regarded  as  a  foremost 
citizen  of  Nebraska. 

Morton  entered  the  Department  wholly  prejudiced  against  government  service, 
which  he  rega^rded  c3  wasteful #    He  cleared  out  the  old  soldiers,  demoted 
all  the  women,  vdth  four  competent  exceptions  who  Y-rere  still  paid  above  his 
m^aximum  of  $1,200  a  year  for  women  employees,  and  sought  to  cut  expenses  to 
the  bone.    He  refused  to  recommend  appropriations  for  free  seed  distribution, 
but  Congress  inserted  the  item  and  then  passed  legislation  com.pelling  him  to 
send  out  the  seeds. 

Morton  insisted  that  farmers  get  fully  comprehensible  information  from  the 
Department,  which  he  regarded  a.s  more  important  than  the  promiscuous  dis- 
tribution of  seeds  to  many  nonfarmers.    He  is  said  to  have  saved  two  million 
dollars  during  his  administration  v/hich  he  wanted  used  to  provide  nevi  buildings,,' 
but  Congress  dem.urred. 

Klien  McKinley  became  President  it  proved  difficult  to  select  a  Secretary  of 
Agriculture  who  would  be  approved  by  all  political  factions.    McKinley  asked 
the  advice  of  "Uncle  Henry"  Uallace,  father  of  Henry  C.  and  grandfather  of 
Henrj^  A,    As  a  result  James  ("Tama"  Jim)  7-Jilson  (1836-1920),  of  lom,  became 
Secretary  of  Agriculture  March  6,  1897-    He  served  the  phona:ienal  period  of 
16  yearSf  right  thjr-ough  the  Mclvinley,  Theodore  Roosevelt,  and  Taft  administra**- 
tions.    He  retired  March  5)  1913. 

Wilson  was  born  in  Ayrshire,  Scotland.  He  came  to  this  country  in  1851  and 
chose  fanning  as  his  life  vTork.    Settling  first  in  Connecticut,  he  moved  on 
to  Tajna  County,  lovra..     He  attended  Iowa  (now  Grinnell)  College  and,  after 
graduation,  became  a  local  leader.    He  was  elected  to  the  Iowa  legislature 
and  then  to  Congress.    He  Y/as  a  member  of  the  State  Railroad  Comm-ission  in 
Iowa  and  of  the  House  Comjiiittee  on  Agriculture  when  he  got  to  7,'ashington. 

He  proved  to  be  an  expert  parliamentarian  and  served  three  terms  in  the 
House,    He  began  to  be  called  "Tajna  Jim"  to  distinguish  him  from  Senator 
James  Falconer  vUlson  of  loYva.     ''.hen  he  left  Congress  he  Y/rote  on  agriculture 
for  the  loY/a  Homestead  and,  in  1891,  he  Yvas  appointed  professor  of  agriculture 
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in lovva  State,  CollogG  -end  heaci  of  the  ;Ioi/7a  "SxperiiTient  Station.  '  He  placed  the 
State'' s  agricultural  in§tit,uti;ons '.on  a  firm.' scientific  basis. 

As  Secretary  of  -Agriculture  VJilson  was  outstanding  for  buil(fdng  the  Department 
up  scientifically  and  for  the  creation  of  many  of  its  scientific  and  research 
bureaus.    But  faim  demonstration  and  cooperative  extension  work^  as  well  as 
investigations  in  agricultural  economics  also  began  while  he  was  Secretary. 
Wilson  was  a  good  organizer  and  the  Department  grevj*  into  a  great,  research, 
regulatory educational,  and  custodial  .institution  during  his  term.  He 
delighted  to  herald  ever- advancing  agricultural  prosperity^  but  tended  to 
ignore  certain  insidious  factors  vrhich  mx^naced  this. 

His  successors  had  to  face  these  oroblems.    7Mle  'Tilson  held  office  urban 
influences  on  rural  life  rapidly  intensified.    Means  of  transportatioiL  and 
communication  vastly  improved.    The  increasing  manufacture , of  automobiles  and 
road  improvements  ga.ve  farmers  new  access  to  markets.    Competition  grew 
keener  and  farra  credit  became  an  acute  problem,  v/hile  better  majrkets  became 
obligator^^.    After  his  retirem.ent  Tilson  lived  in  loiic,  till  his  death. 

David  F,  Pious  ton  (1866-1940)  was  appointed  Secretar^^  of  Agriculture  by  ' 
President  ••''ilson.    He  served  from  March  6,  1913i  until  February  1,  1920,  when 
he  resigned  to  become  Secretary  of  the  Trcasu.ry.    Houston  was  an  outstanding 
man,  versatile,  broad  in  knowledge,  and  a  gifted  thinker.     He  was  bom  in 
North ■ Carolina.    He  studied  in  South  Carolina  College,  then  took  a  degree  at 
Harvard.    His  primary  studies  wore  government  and  economics.    He  held  many, 
honorary  degrees.  -  ^ 

Next  Houston  joined  the  faculty  of  South  Carolina  College.    Then' he  became, 
in  order,  superintendent  of  city  schools  for  Spartansburg,  S.  C,  a  professor 
at  Ha^rvard,  president  of  the  Agricultural  and  Mechanic a.l  College  in  Texas 
(1905-1908)  and  chancellor  of  Washington  University  in  St.  Louis  (1908-1916). 

Houston's  agricultural  thinking  was  much  in  advance  of  his  time.     He  was 
prevented  from  putting  it  into  full  effect  hy  the  .outbreal^  of  the  first  Worlc 
"'ar.    He  ushered  in  a  dynaric  phase  of  the  Department's  history  and  was  proba- 
bly  the  most  distinguished  m.an  intellectually  to  head  the  Department  until 
the  tim.e  of 'Henry  A,  \tHace.    He  was  economist,  expert  in  government,  ; 
philosopher,  and '  finajicier, 

Houston  had  rem.arkable  prescience.     He  sensed  the  fact  that. ^t he  time  ha.d 
already  come  to  plan  the  agricultural  Industry-  on.  a  national'"  basis.    -He  was 
responsible  for  such  reor.'vanization  of  the  Departm.ent  as  enabled  It  to  cope 
mth  economic  a.nd  social  probleras  and  to  increase  its  -study  of  credit  and 
marketing  facilities. 

lioiiston  served' 'as -  Secretary  of  the  Troasuiy  for  about  a  year  after  leaving 
Agriculture.-    He-Yjas  also  chaiimaji  of  the- Federal  Pueserve  and  the  Farm  Loan 
Boards,  and  held  many  other  important  public  offices.    He  became  Chairman  of 
the  Board  of  Wutual  Life  Insurance  Co.  of  Nevr  York  after  he  left  Government 
service  and  he  ;hcld  m^any.  additional  important  business  and  financial  posts. 
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Edwin  T«  Meredith    (1876-1928)  bGcamo  Secretary  of  Agriculture  the  day 
follovdng  Houston's  resignation.    He  served  only  from  Febiniary  2,  1920,  until 
President  ''llson  retired  March  U,  1921,  '  Meredi'th  ivas  born  on  a  farm  near 
Avoca,  Iowa,  and  early  became  an  assistant  to  his  grandfather  on  the  Farmer's 
Tribune,  which  journal  became  his  own  property  as  a  wedding  present.    In  1902 
he  founded  Successful  Farming.  '■ 

Year  after  year  he  borro?;ed  money  to  finance  his  expanded  plans  for  the  paper. 
He  managed  to  persuade  hJLs  creditors  to  renew  their  loans  and  increase  then 
at  the  same  time.    Ultimately  his  journal  proved  most  successful.  Thereafter 
Meredith  loaned  much  m.ore  monc^  than  ""he  ever-  borrowed  to  country  boys  trying 
to  get  an  education  or  a  start  in  the  livestock  field. 

In  1922  Meredith  purchased  the  Dairy  Farmer  and  also  fgundod  Fruit,  Ga.rden, 
and  Home' which,  in  1924,  becam.e  Better  Homes  and  Gardens,    Incidental  1  y 
Meredith,  who  v:as  always  a  passionate  devotee  of  advertising,  promised  to--ma.ke 
good  'any  loss  suffered  by  his  readers  if  any  advertisements  in  his  jouma,ls 
proved  fraudulent.    After  '^.Ulson  appointed  him  Secretary  he  Vvas  much  mentioned 
as  a  Presidential  possibility. 

Meredith  was,  at  various  times,  di-rector  of- the  Chicago  Federal  Reseri'"e  Banlc, 
■^member  of  the  ^7orld  ''"ar  I  Excess  Profits  Board  and  of  a  commission  sent  to 
Europe  to- study  industrial  conditions,  president  of  the  Associated  Advertising 
Clubs  of  the  '.'.'orld,  president  of  the  Das  Moines  Ch.':Jiibcr  of  Commerce,  and  a 
director  of  various  business  ajid  financial  ^institutions.    He  was  an  3J?dent 
prohibitionist.    He  advocated  'farm  i'X3lief  and  aided  the  4-H  Clubs^  he  also 
founded  the  Department's  USDA  Clubs, 

Henry  C .  ^  allac e  (1B66-1924),  son  of  Uncle  UQnry  ''Mlace,  was  appointed 
Secretary  of  Agriculture  by  President  Ha^rding,    He  took  office  March  5,  19215' 
and  died  in  office  October  25,  1924.  ■  IT'aJ.lace  vras  born  at  Rock  Island,  111., 
and  a^ttcnded  Iowa  State  Agricultural  College,    He  interrupted  his  education  to 
ta.ke  over  some  of  his  father's  tenant  fa.rriS,     He  married  and  settled  doYm  to 
farm.    At  the  same  time  he  began  to  v/rite  for  farm  papers. 

His'"?:ritings  attracted  the  attention  of  Dean  Henry,  Director  of  the  "asconaifr" 
Agricultural^ Experimen^:r-&tsrfci on,  Vfho  insisted  that  he  return  to  Iowa.  StfjCe, 
which  .he  did  in  1892,    Despite  family  obligations  and  limited  means  he 
graduated  and,  a  few  months  thereafter,  -  Tam.a  JLm  "ils on -appointed  him 
assistant  professor  of  agriculture,  in  charge  of  daiiying.    In- the  spring  of 
1895  Henry  and  his  brother  John  founded  ''ailace'^'s  Farm.er  and  Dairynan,  later 
Vfellaces'  Farmer,    ''Tailace's  father  and'  son  were  both  employed  on  this  paper, 

Vvallace  v;as  long  identified  with  various  organizations  of  farmers  and  live- 
stock growers.    For  l6  years  he  wa.s  secretary  of  the  Corn  Belt -Meat  Producers. 
Association,    He  was  the  fii^st  member  of  his  family  to  hold  political'  office. 
His  chief  interests  as  Secretary  v^ere  improved  ma,r]^etirig  systeras,  the  ad- 
justm.ent  of  farm  production  to  current  consumer  needs,  conservation,  and 
support  of  the  McNary-Ha^ugen  bill.    His  funeral  was  held  from^  the  "hite  House* 

HoYTard  M.  G-ore  (1-8^7-154'^ of  '.'est  Virginia,  became  Secretary  of  Agricoolture 
on  ^7allaco's  death,  by  appointmiont  of  President  Coolidge^    He  served  from 
November  22,  1924,  until  March  4>  1925^    He  was  born  on  a  ";est  Virginia  farm 


and  lived  on  farms  until  1913.,  He  attended  the  •  University  •of  We'st  Virginia 
and  .became  'a  farmer  and  stock  breeder^  specializing  in  beef  cattle ,  dairy 
cattle  J.  and  sheep,    'He  was  designated  a  member  of  the  'American  Farm  Bureau 
■Federation' s  Committee  of  Fifteen  to  consider  better  methods' of  marketing 
livestock,  ■•     '  .  ' 

He  became  connected  vrith  the  Packers  and  Stockyards  Administration  ajid  for 
three  years  before  that  vTa.s  president  of  the  'Vest  Virginia  Hereford  Breeders 
Association,    From  1912.  till  1916  he  was  president  of  the  '.'.'est  Virginia 
Livestock  Association.  -  He' was  made  a  life  m.ember  of  the' International  Live- 
stock Exposition,    He  was  Assistant  Secretary  of  Agriculture  from  September  17^ 
1923  ujitil  November  21,.  1924.     He  becejne  Acting  Secretary  on  '7eJ.lace's  death. 

As  Secretary^  Qore  took  a  lively  interest  in  clubs  for  farm  boys  and  girls 
in  agricultural  cooperatives,  ^nd  in  the  encouragement  of  livestock  production. 
He  left  office  to  become  Governor  of  ",Test  Virginia,  serving  from  "1925  until 
1929«    He  was  '.'est  Virginia  State  Commissioner  of  Agriculture  from  1931  to 
1933>  a;:,'  o     t'r:  "est  "".'Ar  inia  Pii'olic  S.:.rT:.cG  Oo].L:i'.ssio; at  tli.-  tisie  of.  jis 

^'alliam  H.  Jar  dine  (1879 — )  was  next  appointed  Secretary  of  Agriculture 
by  President  Coolidge,  serving  from  March  5)  1925,  until  March  Uy  1929.. 
Jardine' s- father  vras  a  Scottish  silk  vjeaver  v;ho  caine  to  thj.s  country  vjhen  quite 
young.    Jardine  was  born  on  an  Idaho  f  arrii  which  he  left  for  llontana  v/hen  only 
17  to  become  a  dolry  helper  and  to  fell  timber.  He  next?  enrolled  at  the  State 
agricultural  college  at  Logan,  Utah,  grad:aating  in  1904.    He  did  graduate 
work  at  the  University  of  Illinois. 

He  was  successively  assistant  in  the  department  of  agronomy,  instructor,  and 
professor  at  the  Agricultural  College  of  Utah.    From- 19G7  until  1910  he-was 
an  assistant  cerealist'  in  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  in  charge  of  dry- 
land, grain  investigations.    Thence  he  went  to  Kansas  State  Agricultural 
College  and  Experiment  Station,  vjhere  he  became  Director  of  the  latter  and 
dean  of  agriculture  in  the  former,  1913-18,  and  president  of  the  university 
March  1,  1918  to  March  4,  1925.' 

Jardine  was  a  maiiber  of  the  President's  Agricultural  Conference  1924-1925.  He 
was      member  also  of  a  wide  variety  of  comnd-S sions  end  boards,  as  v^ell  as  the 
author  of  nmierous  papers  and  bulletins  on  dry  xair:iing  .and  crop  production. 
He  opposed  the  McNary-Haugen  Bill  and  v/as  fiimly  against  price  fixing  for 
agricultural  products.    His  administration  was :  notable  for  consolidation  and 
unification  of  the-  Department  and  its  policies.    Betwon  1930  and  1933  Jardine 
was  our  Llinistcr  to  Egypt,    Since' that  time  he  has  been  president' of  the 
^Ifunicipal  University  near  ""ichita,  Kansas.  . 

Arthur  M.-,-HydQ  (1877—)  was  apoointed  Secretar^r  of  j^^riculture -by  President 
Hoover.,  .  He  served  from  March  5,  1929,  until  March  'U;  1933*    Hydo  was  born.in 
Princeton,  Mo,,,  his  father 'having  been  a  former  Representative  in  Congress. 
^Hc  graduated  from  the  University  of  Michigan  in  1S99,  received  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Laws-  from  the  University  of  lovja  thereafter^ '  and  settled  in 
Princeton  to  practice  lav/,  '  •  ■ 


-  .-13  - 

^  vvas  active  in  politics  ajid-.in  rpligious  circles.    He  attained  some  fajne 
as  an  orator  and  debater,  "  •But  he- also  operated  several  farms.     He  became  the 
local  disti^ibutor  of  a  popular  brand,  of  automobile  and  built  up  a  highly 
successful  business-.   .He  was  elected  Governor  of  Misso^ari  in  1921,  returning 
to  his  law  practice-  in  1925.     In  192?  he  became  President  of  the  Sentinel 
Life  Insurance  Co.  of  Kansas. City,  Mo. 

I^^-de's  agricultural  prograjn  oiiphasized  cooperative  marbfting  and  road  improve- 
ment.-  Upon  his  reti-rement  he  returned  to  his  legal  and  business  interests  in 
Princeton,  llo,      '    "  .     -  -  . 

Henry  A.  'Tall ace  (1888—),  son'   of  Henry  C.  and- '  grandson- of  old  "Uncle  Uenir/j^^ 
was  a.ppointed  Secretary  of  Agriculture  by  President  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt e  He 
took  office  March  4,  1933-^  ^^d  served  until  Septem-ber  A^  1940,  when  he 'resigned 
to  campaign  for 'Vice  President  of  the  United  States.-    ■  ■Tallac c  was  a  scientist 
and  a  statistician  as  v/ ell  as  a  moderately  successful  editor;  and  bus incsaman 
Vv''ho  had  riot  only  bred  excellent  varieties  of  hybrid  com  but  -haxl  also  made 
them'paj^.    He  had  not,  however,  becom.e  rich  as  his  interests  did  not  lie  in 
that  direction.-      "  ■       .  ,  , 

.Wallace  graduated  from  Iowa  State  College  in  1910 -and  became  an  associate 
editor  of  "Wallace's  Farmer  of  vfhich  he  became  editor  v;hen  his  father  left  to 
become  Secretary  of ' Agriculture  in  President- r  Harding's  Cabinet.  "Jallace 
not  only  developed  fine  gra,des  o.f  h^^brid  com  but  also  devised,  a  useful  and 
highly  statistical'  series  of  hog-ratio  cha,rts.  .  He  alv;ays  maintained  an  inti- 
mate connection  Vvlth  farm  affairs. 

As  Secretary  his  name  is  associated  with  the  deyelopment  of  the  so-called 
"action"  agencies..  'He  created  practically  a 'new  Department  of  Agriculture 
to  carr^^  research  into  action..   He  felt  that  it  v.-as  possible  for  farmers  to 
utilize  the  Department  to  b^jild  economic  democracy  in  a^ri-culture  through 
their  tovjnship  and  county  committees.    Hov/ever, ,  the  work  of  the  nei?  Department 
was  -built  squarely  upon  that  of  the  old.  -         .  '. 

Wallace  sought  to  make  the  entire  Department,  old  a-nd  new,  express -.it  self 
continuously  in  terms  of  action  Vitiich  would  best  conserve  the  soil,  feed  the 
cities,  and  build  a  farm  civilization  that  would  forever  serve  as  the-r f ounda-" 
tion  of  democrac3^.    His  basic  interests  v/cre  sta^tistics, ■  breeding'  experiments, 
■  agricultural  economics,  editing,  ajad  writing.    He  latter  becaiiie  Vice  President 
of  the  United  States  and  thereafter, -  Secretary  of  Commerce. 

Claude  R.  ".Ickard  (1893 — )  .was  appointed  Secretary  of  Agriculture^  by 
President  Roosevelt  on  '"allaco's  resignation.    He  took  office  September  5;  1940 
and  was  the- third  Secretary  to  have  previously  held  a  subordinate  position  in 
the  Department.-   '.ickard.  .was  bom  in  Incliana  and  began  to'lielp  operating 
the -family  fam,  settled  by  his  great  grandfather  in  1840,  as  soon  as  he  was 
old  enough.  ,  • 

He  graduated  from  Pur-one  University/  mth  a  degree  in  anLmal 'husbandi^^.  Ho 
added  acreage  to  the  original  f,amily  fam  and  opera.ted  it  from  his  graduation 
in  1915  until  he  cairie  to'  '."ashington  in  1933.    Sven  then  he  continued  to  manage 
the  farm  from ''.'ashington,  vdth  occasional  visits  there.    Before  coming  to 
VJashington,  "'ickard  had  been  a  member  of  the  Indiajia  State  legislaiure. 


In  1933        ^^^-s  ^'i'"^  Indiaim  delegate  to  the  Hational  Corn-Hog  Conference  in  Des 
Moines,  Iowa;,  then  he  Ijecame  a  nierfi.'ber  of  ^he  Hational  Corn-Eog  Committee  of 
Tv/enty-I'ive  vrhich  helped  set  up  the  original  iwl  corn-hog  iDrogram.    Soon  he  was 
appointed  assistant  chief  of,  the  ii^ul'  corn-hog  section  and  in  1935  chief. 
He  "became  Assistant  Director  of  the  I'orth  Central  Division  when  IJJx  inaug^arated 
its  agricultiiral  Conserva.tion  program  in  193^» 

On  Pehruary  1,  19^1-0,-  l^ickard  v/as  appointed  Uiider  Secretarj^  of  Agric-alture,  He 
manifested  deep  interest  in  soil  "building,  "better  crop  and  livestock  production, 
improved  status  for  low-income  farm  fpjnilies,  fe^rm  or^^.nizat ions,  and  the  promo- 
tion of  iwJi  programs  "by  ipxmer  committees,    Prom  Decem"ber  5»  19^2,  until  liarch 
26,  19^3*  ■■'■^'ickard  was.  also,  in  charge  of  the  l'p„tion's  wartime  food  program.^ 

Executix^e  Orders  issued  March  26  and  Ax^ril  I9,  19^3>  transferred  the  Secretary  's 
authority  with  respect  to  the  food  program  to  a- 'i/ar' Pood  Administrator,  alao 
axDpointed  "by  and  responsTole  to  the  President.'"  On  Mejrcli  29,  19^3»  Chester 
Dp.vis  took  , charge  as  ■".■'a.r  Pood  Administrator,  serving- uiatil  his  resignation  took 
effect,  June  ^8,  IS^J)*    Tliereupon  Judge  Marvin  Jones  "becp-me  '.'ar  Pood  Administrator 
and  served  as  head  of  the  TJar  Pood  -idjninistrat ion  until  his  resiaiation  took 
effect  July  1,  19^5*          resigning,  Jud-^e  Jones'  s--u^gested  the  consolidation  of 
the  Department  of  Agriculture  and  the  ■.'.'ar  Pood  Administration  under  a  single  head. 


Clinton  ?.  i'mderson  (lo95-'   )  ^^-^  a.^pointed  Secretr.ry  of  Agriculture  "by 

President  Trurnrn,  to  .trice  office  July  1,  19^5>  "'^^-'^  to.  have /charge  of  l)oth  the 
Department  of ,  Agriculture  ?nd  the  T'ar  Pood  Acjninistration,    He  regarded  himself 
as  primarily  a  "businessman,  rather  than  a  farmer,  though  he  ovmed  and  operated 
SOO  acres  of  irrigated  ls.nd  ne.pj*  Al'buquerque  j-i".  Mex, ,  and  another  6U0-acre 
farm.nea,r  Mitchell,  S.  Drk,     On  the  former  h€:-had  at  the  tinie  :of.-his  appointment 
some  125  Holstein  cattle,  "both  grade  and  registered,  ajid  he  raised  alfalfa, 
oats,  "barley,  and  grain  sorghum  for  food.    He  sold  milk  on  the  fluid  market. 

As  to  business,  /inderson  v/as  president  of  the  M'puntain  States.  Mutual  Casualty  Co,, 
which  he  orgpiiized  in  July  1937j  ^-'^-'^^  ^"i®  also  operated,  a  general  insurance  agency 
in  Al"buquerque,    He  h.ad  for  years  "been  active  in  civic  clu'bs  and  in  1932-33  ^^^^^ 
president  of  Ptotary  International.    He  was  elected  to  the  House  of  Representatives 
from.  iTew  Mexico,  one  of  tv/o  members  at  large,  in  the  77"fc-h,  . 72th,  and  79"^^^ 
Congresses,     In  the  last  he  v/as  chairman  of  the  Committee  to  Investigate  Pood 
Shortages, 

Anderson  vj?.s  "born  in  Centerville,  S,  Dak;,  October  23,  1S95>  "i^^^'  son  of  a  Swedish 
immigra.nt.    He  was  educated  at  Dakota  'vesleyan  University  and. at  the- University 
of  Michigan.    He  w<as  State  Treasurer  of  i'ew  Mexico,  1933~'3^j  administrator  of 
State  relief  and  field  representative  of  the  Pederal  Emergency  Pelief  Administra- 
tion, 1935-3^;  chrdrm?Ji  njid  executive  director  of  the  j}Tew  Mexico  Unemiployment 
Compensation  Commission,  1936-32'i  c.nd  mmiaging  dirbg^i^^p-'i??'"*^^  Coronado  Exposition 
Commission,  1939-^0*    He  is. an    etithnsiasti^i,-&@^ector _^c^4'^ 
on  Pranklin  D.  P.oosevelt,  on  ,  the  histoiP^'^of  tl^'^'^^f^'and  on  v^.rtime  bud-get 

hepTings.  Vt^"^^^^^*^^  \ 
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